The receptor specificity of plant alkaloids for neurotransmitters is in stark contrast to the polyclonal activation of lymphocytes induced by mitogenic plant lectins. The lectins' lack of specificity has allowed two biochemists, Hume and Weidemann, to write a monograph dealing principally with the cellular metabolic changes that follow transformation of different lymphocytes. As expected, many of the cellular events frequently occur in circumstances other than mitogenic transformation. The generation of cyclic AMP and enhanced glycolysis are two examples, but the relation of such changes to the mitogenic stimulus is always carefully traced. The alteration in DNA synthesis, membrane and . cytoplasmic reactions and the role of second messengers are similarly analysed. The resemblance of the action of insulin to that of mitogens is stressed.
There is also a section on leukocyte subpopulation's interactions with mitogens and, for those with more biological leanings, another on the function of activated leukocytes. The physiologically important mitogens, like fibronectin and hepatic binding glycoprotein, or the pathogenic bacterial endotoxins and virus are hardly mentioned, while the saccharide nature of the cell receptor for these mitogens is almost left as a mystery.
This book is up-to-date and will be valuable to the primed, committed research worker. Particularly useful will be the massive lists of references which comprise 28% of the 231 pages of text.
D J M WRIGHT

Editorial Representative Section of Clinical Immunology & Allergy
A Colour Atlas of Injury in Sport J G P Williams pp 152 £15 London: Wolfe Medical 1980 The main virtue of this short book is the wealth of high quality colour photographs and illustrations. It is one of a series of atlases in which the Editor claims to bring together the world's largest systematic published collection of diagnostic colour photographs.
This display is done in an orderly fashion. First, there is a brief classification of the types of sporting injury, then an outline of how various tissues are injured, and finally we are taken on a rapid regional tour of the body to witness the range of damage inflicted on the British sporting field.
This book will appeal to coaches or medical advisers to participants in sport, both as a quick diagnostic reference and as a means of illustrating and explaining injuries to sportsmen.
R BENDALL
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon St George's Hospital, London
Lymphokine Reports 1. Edgar Pick (ed) pp 259 £16 London: Academic Press 1980 This first volume in an intended series is less esoteric than the title or the subtitle 'A forum for nonantibody lymphocyte products' would suggest. The introduction proclaims a much wider brief: 'A unified forum of expression for all soluble immunomodulators of cellular origin' in a field to which 'no rigid limits .can be assigned'. The volume in fact consists of reviews on topics of a range extending beyond what would be expected, even on the basis of this statement of policy. It encompasses such substances as 'tuftsin', a fragment of immunoglobulin which activates leukocytes, and 'fibronectin', for which no specific immunoregulatory function is described, in addition to more conventional lymphokines such as 'antigen-specific T cell suppressor factor' and 'interferon'. Much of the value of such an assemblage lies in the extent to which it encourages comparison and analogy between the various systems; a function aided in this issue by the general clarity of the articles and avoidance of the worst excesses of the jargon to which immunology seems especially prone. The overall effect of this volume, in presenting the non-specialist reader with such a collection of detailed but readily assimilable reviews, holds promise that the series may achieve its goal of promoting a 'holistic' view of the disparate group of soluble mediators of intracellular communication which emerges from the specialist literature.
T A PARTRIDGE
Senior Lecturer in Experimental Pathology Charing Cross Hospital Medical School, London
Neurological Clinical Pharmacology M J Eadie & J H Tyrer pp 470 £24.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 The treatment of a number of neurological diseases has been revolutionized in the past 10 years. From a largely empirical hit-and-miss affair, there is at last a scientific basis to much currently available medical treatment. This volume lucidly makes the point. The book is at its best when discussing individual drugs. Each is considered in a systematic way. The chemistry, pharmacology, including pharmacodynamics, pharmacokinetics, metabolism and interactions, arid toxicity are all admirably described. The stereotyped approach to each drug greatly adds to the value of the book as a source of reference. The topics discussed are excellently displayed at the beginning of each chapter, clearly showing the drugs to be considered in that chapter, with crossreferences to other sections.
Where the book falls down is in attempts to be clinically all-embracing. This leads to sections which are so superficial as to be meaningless, such as the two pages on neoplasms where chemotherapy is mentioned, only to be dismissed as outside the scope of the book. A chapter headed 'Toxic and Deficiency Disorders' considers some vitamin deficiencies only. Why mention toxic disorders at all if the only reference is to· another chapter in which the use of chelating agents in the treatment of Wilson's disease is discussed without describing the use of such substances in heavy metal poisoning of the nervous system? It is unfortunate that the authors appear to have tried to cover so many aspects of clinical neurology, but if the irritation provoked by the inevitable superficial clinical approach that results from this can be overcome, then the book makes excellent reading for anyone who prescribes drugs for the treatment of neurological diseases. It has brought together a mass of recent work on pharmacology and can be very highly recommended as an invaluable source of reference.
PAMELA LE QUESNE
MRC Toxicology Unit, London
Ffrangcon Roberts' Medical Terms: their origin and construction. 6th edn Bernard Lennox pp 132 £4.50 London: Heinemann Medical 1980 In undertaking the sixth edition of Ffrangcon Roberts' compact work of classical scholarship, which was first published in 1954, the present author Bernard Lennox has preserved the original word lists which form the main part of the book. There has been extensive reorganization of the other sections and a miscellany has been added.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
The Floppy Infant. 2nd edn Victor Dubowitz pp 158 £8 London: Spastics International 1980 This little volume provides a succinct review of the clinical features of the various disorders of muscle, peripheral nerve, and central nervous system, together with miscellaneous connective tissue disorders which have become grouped together as floppy infant syndromes. This new edition contains much new data compared with the first and the book will be useful to paediatricians in training. However, those familiar with Professor Dubowitz's larger volume 'Muscle Disorders in Childhood' (W B Saunders, 1978) will find a number of familiar features in this small volume. The clinical descriptions in 'The Floppy Infant' are excellent but there is very little information as to the technique of muscle biopsy which Professor Dubowitz, quite rightly, refers to as the sheet anchor of diagnosis in the floppy infant syndrome. Two pages are set aside for a description of electromyography but, regrettably, this account is
